II.    GENTILE'S 'FASCIST5 REFORM
Chapter One
EARLY FASCISM AND  EDUCATION
THE first great reform brought about by the Government
headed by Mussolini was that of the schools. It was the
Riforma Gentile, which was soon styled as Riforma
fascistissima, or, in Mussolini's own words, la piii fascista delle
riforme. There is no question that the method by which legisla-
tion was introduced was one which Fascists liked, that of the
'full powers' (pienipoteri). The reform was in fact a first and
quite successful act of dictatorship. It is more difficult to see
any Fascist character in the actual content of the reform and it
is easy to agree with a later Minister of Education, Bottai, that
Gentile's reform was the most Fascist at the time because there
were no other reforms to compete with it.
Most Fascist writers, and above all, Mussolini himself, de-
clared repeatedly that Fascism was a movement, not a doctrine;
a practical training, not a school. One of the later theorists, A.
Canepa, tried to identify some characteristics in early Fascism
in order to show that it contained in mice what it became expli-
citly in the course of time. On education he says that from the
very beginning Fascism aimed at 'educating' the Italian people
in two ways, i.e., by propaganda and self-discipline. But even
these two ways were not defined by rules or clear aims. What
Mussolini used to say at the time of his intervention in 1915, i.e.,
that one must prepare the mental atmosphere for war, was true
of Fascist propaganda from 1919 to 1922; propaganda prepared
the mental atmosphere for the conquest of power by the Duce
and his closest collaborators. Self-discipline is a very vague
term to describe the half-military and half-anarchical character
of the squadre d'azione, but still comes nearer to an idea which
Fascism tried to popularize in many words and some deeds.
The programme with which the Fasti di Combattimento
started their life in 1919 contained not one word about education.
Mussolini himself never spoke of this question in hundreds of
speeches and articles till 1922. Whenever he talked of giving a
new consciousness to the Italian people, he thought of political
action directed to the masses of adults. His own education was
that of the streets and piazzas, of newspapers and platforms.
Methodical and patient work, governed by principles having
well-defined aims, was not in his nature. The late apotheosis of